GD 2008 Prayer Guide Companion: Call to Involve

Cultural Oppression

¥

Human Rights Watch. Human Rights Watch is an independent, nongovernmental
organization, dedicated to protecting the human rights of people around the world. Visit their
Web site at www.hwr.org to discover current actions as well as to sign up to receive any of
their email newsletters including regional news, news by country, or thematic news including
women’s rights.

UN Commission on the Status of WomerThe Commission's mandate was expanded in
1987 to include the functions of promoting the objectives of equality, development and
peace, monitoring the implementation of measures for the advancement of women, and
reviewing and appraising progress made at the national, subregional, regional and global
levels. Visit their Web site (www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/) for additional information.
The Commission meets annually for a period of 10 working days (late February-early March)
with many open-to-the public auxiliary events.

Alternate gifts. When a woman becomes an income producing member of her family it can
positively help change her life circumstances. Purchase gifts and household items from Fair
Trade Federation organizations such as Third World Crafts; Holy Land Designs; 10,000
Villages etc. or host home parties or gift markets to encourage larger number of persons to
support women in underdeveloped countries. Contact the Global Women office to see what
crafts they may have currently in stock! Another option is give a life-giving gift in honor of a
loved one. Organizations such as World Vision, Inc. (www.WorldVision.org) offer a large
selection of effective ways to meet global needs at varying prices. A special catalog for Girls
and Women is available. Lucinda pens (www.lucinda.com) are a popular way to support
women’s causes. For events and activities when a tote bag is needed consider ordering a
Freeset Bag (www.freesetbags.com) in support of former prostitutes in India. Investigate
other products and vendors with an Internet search.

Education

¥

China Now Community Project (CNCP). Global Women Global Associate Cammie
Brennan has organized this 501(c)(3) to develop the quality of life in rural and minority
Chinese populations. Recognizing the value of a quality education, especially for young girls,
CNCP has many needs including education supplies and sports/playground equipment. For
more information email ChinaNowCommunityProject@gmail.com.

Back to school supplies andiniforms. In most parts of the world there is a school, district
or community with children whose parents, often a single mother, cannot provide the needed
uniforms or supplies for her children to attend school. Sponsor a drive to collect needed items
for children near you and donate the equivalent dollar amount to the Gypsy children in the
village of Peny in Kursk. Contact the Global Women office for information on sending
donations to our ministry partner.

WomenOs Leadership Development Cent@ne program of this center that is part of the
Myanmar Baptist Convention, Yangon, is community health training. Global Women teams
have visited the center annually since 2001 for lectures and conversational English practice.
When the political unrest in the country allows for safe travel the opportunity is available for
those with healthcare training to continue this legacy.
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Healthcare

¥ Birthing Kits . These simple, easy-to-assemble kits are proven to reduce maternal and infant
mortality. Birthing Kits has become a signature project of Global Women. To make up a
Birthing Kit Pack all of these items in a gallon zipper-lock plastic bag:
0 1 Polythene sheet — this can be a plastic tarp found in painting departments
0 3 pairs of medical gloves (medium) — place the gloves in a separate small zipper plastic
bag
2 new razor blades or disposable scalpels — secure the blades in a cardboard sheath (you
can make with cardboard and tape)
1 small roll of thin medical tape
1 small bottle of Betadine — put the Betadine in a separate zipper plastic bag
1 bar of anti-bacterial soap
8 maternity pads or 10 ordinary pads
20 sterile 4 x 4 inch gauze pads
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Check all kits to be sure they are complete before shipping. One of Global Women’s
partnerships is with Landmark Church of Christ. They ship containers of supplies, including
birthing kits, several times a year to clinics in Malawi and Zimbabwe. To offset the cost of
shipping please send $1 per kit in a check or money order made out to Landmark Church of
Christ. Ship your completed kits with your check or money order to: Wes Gunn, Landmark
Church of Christ, 1800 Halcyon Boulevard, Montgomery, Alabama 36117. You may contact
Global Women for additional donation sites. Please do not send kits to the Global Women
office.

¥ HISNets Malaria threatens the health of women and their families globally and especially in
sub-Saharan Africa. Pregnant women and children under the age of 5 are most susceptible to
malaria. HISNets (www.hisnets.org) is a non-profit faith-based organization which purchases
insecticide treated sleeping nets in response to the global malaria epidemic in this part of the
world. One net costs less than $6.00 and can save one life and help an entire family sleep in
peace. To find out how to be involved write info@HISnets.org.

¥ Watering Malawi. Watering Malawi is a project of Passport, Inc., a national non-profit
which Empowers Students to Encounter Christ, Embrace Community and Extend Grace to
the World. In one region on Malawi, before the project began and wells were introduced, 56
percent of the area population did not have access to year round safe water. Every well is
attached to a “Mothers Club” with fifteen women of childbearing age made owners of each
well. As caretakers of the wells, they are trained in maintenance of the wells, gardening
techniques, nutrition and child growth monitoring. These mothers train other mothers on food
production, preparation and storage. Visit the Web site at www.wateringmalawi.org or email
info@wateringmalawi.org to investigate how you can be involved and help influence women
in this part of our world.

Internationals

¥ Befriend an international student Almost 700,000 international students can be found in
almost every academic setting. Many of the students are women and other women have come
with their husbands who are here to study. Investigate how you can take part in an existing
program on a campus near you. It may be hosted by a church, community organization or the
university. Call the International, Intercultural or ESL (English as a Second Language) office
or check the campus Web site for information about these programs.
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English as a Second Language (ESL)rain and teach ESL, provide childcare for ESL
classes or volunteer to be a conversation partner for existing programs.

Practice hospitality. Open your home and church to international neighbors offering
friendship especially at holiday time. Learn about holidays and traditions from their native
culture and celebrate with them appropriately.

Poverty

¥

Learn the facts As an individual, group or church study What Every Church Member
Should Know About Poverty by Dr. Ruby Payne. This is a must-read book! Churches often
are perceived as open, welcoming environments, and many times that's true. But
congregations, without even realizing it, sometimes make themselves inhospitable to people
from poverty. For those situations, Dr. Ruby K. Payne and Bill Ehlig wrote What Every
Church Member Should Know About Poverty. Order from www.ahaprocess.com/store.

Take action. Visit www.change.org and investigate their 20 plus ways to end global poverty
and share why you want to take action.

Together for Hope This Christ-centered initiative seeks to offer hope to people in
America’s poorest counties. Global Women partner and CBF Affiliate, Paula Settle, works
among the people in two Western Kentucky counties. Donations of $25 Wal-Mart gift cards
enable her to help women meet basic life needs, open doors to friendships and share the
Good News. The cards should be sent to Paula at: P. O. Box 1782, Stanton, Kentucky 40380.

Refugees

¥

Welcome basketsThis World Relief sponsored project involves contacting World Relief
(worldrelief@wr.org or 1-800-535-5433) and committing to provide a Welcome Basket.
World Relief adds your name to a list and begins watching for a refugee family for you.
They usually receive arrival information seven to ten days before refugees arrive. Until they
have arrival information, they will not be able to tell you when they need your basket. They
strongly encourage you to help greet refugees at the airport. If this is not possible, they will
deliver your basket for you. Please plan to deliver it to the World Relief office on your
refugee family’s arrival day.

Stay informed and take action.Visit the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants
(USCRI) at www.refugees.org/home.aspx and sign up for their monthly email bulletin. A
regular email newsletter from their Campaign to Stop Warehousing is also available.

Help relief agencieslt is often difficult for them to keep their shelves stocked. Ongoing
needs include diapers of all sizes, book bags and school supplies, cleaning products for
bathroom and kitchen, over-the-counter (OTC) medications and toiletries such as shampoo,
soap, toothpaste and toothbrush. Another suggestion is to assemble layette items to give to
pregnant or new refugee mothers.

Sexual Trafficking
¥ Become infemed. Join the listserve or request a packet of information from the office of the

Liaison for the Abolition of Sexual Trafficking at the Salvation Army headquarters. Email
penny matheson@usn.salvationarmy.org and ask to be placed on their mailing list. To learn
more about this ministry visit www.iast.net.

Advocate Organize others to enforce zoning laws to close “gentleman’s clubs” and
“massage parlors” that are often the fronts for sexual trafficking and prostitution in your
community. Or organize a campaign to stop newspapers, magazines, bill board companies,
travel guides, local tourist magazines or even the phone book from running “adult services”
advertising.
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¥ Pray for the end of sexual trafficking.IAST (www.iast.net) can provide you with prayer
guides as well as information on the annual Weekend of Prayer and Fasting.

Violence Against Women

¥ Give because you careSponsor a drive to collect needed items for a domestic violence
shelter near you and donate the equivalent dollar amount to Safe Harbor in Moscow. Contact
the Global Women office for information on sending donations to Nina Belyakova.

¥ Volunteer. Crisis centers and help lines offer training and are in constant need of caring
women to offer support to victims of violence.

¥ Educate.Help young women within your sphere of influence know the warning signs of
potential abusive situations and persons. Teach them who to call and where to turn for help if
they know someone or if they are victims of violence.

Women Called to Serve

¥ Befriend a female divnity student called to missionsContact the student services office
or campus chaplain to arrange for an introduction to someone who may be far from home or
lack support in her studies. Invite her to coffee or tea, to an outing with you and/or your
family or to speak to your Global Women Group or preach in your church.

¥ Care packagesRemember a single missionary (contact your denomination or a mission
sending agency for names and addresses) on her birthday or at holiday time. Consider
establishing an email friendship too so that you can know what she needs or wants.

¥ Nurture or mentor. Is there a young woman in your church or community who feels God’s
call to Christian service? Pray for her and send her handwritten notes or emails to assure her
of your support. Befriend her and you could make a difference in her life!

This is just a partial listing of the myriad of ways you, your Global Women Group, your family,
your church or your community organization can take practical actions to meet the global needs
of women. As you pray using the 2008 Global Women Prayer Guide remember to ask God to
show you what you can do! Use the Global Women Web site, your favorite Internet search
engine, magazines, newspapers and channels as well as your library to investigate other possible
actions that will make a difference in women’s lives. The only regrettable thing you can do is to
do nothing! Thank you for joining Global Women in offering friendship and hope to women
worldwide.
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