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Issue: Sexual Trafficking 
Today, 27 million people are enslaved, more than at the height of the transatlantic slave trade.1 
Of these 27 million, approximately 700,000 to 2,000,000 people are sexually trafficked annually. 
According to the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (TVPA): Sexual trafficking is the 
recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision or obtaining of a person for the purpose of a 
commercial sex act. This modern-day slave trade is rampant worldwide. It touches the lives of 
people who are trafficked across international borders as well as the families who sell, give up or 
loose loved ones to kidnapping or coercion. The U.S. State Department estimates that 600,000 to 
800,000 people, mostly women and children, are trafficked across the United States borders each 
year.  
 
There are two major categories of human trafficking: labor trafficking and sexual trafficking. 
Sexual trafficking is not considered labor or work! Women and children who are victims of 
sexual trafficking are forced into prostitution, pornography, exotic dancing or stripping, lap-
dancing and/or live-sex shows. They are also sold as mail-order or child brides. 
 
Each year, two million women and children worldwide have sex with strangers only because 
someone kidnaps them and threatens to kill them. You may have passed some of these victims on 
the street.                                                          Source: Christianity Today, November 2003, p. 69 
 
Eleven countries have emerged as being the countries of origin for the highest number of 
trafficked persons. Those countries include: Belarus, Moldova, Russia, Ukraine, Albania, 
Bulgaria, Lithuania, Romania, China, Thailand and Nigeria.2 Belgium, Germany, Greece, Israel, 
Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Thailand, Turkey and the United States are countries ranked “very 
high” as destination countries of trafficked persons.3 
 
Concern for the welfare of the most profoundly unreached women of the world has led Global 
Women to involvement in activities to raise awareness about sexual trafficking and to involve 
ourselves in projects to minister to those who have been rescued from this demoralizing life. An 
individual or group can use the three Global Women “I words” to guide participation in this vital 
mission movement’s response to sexual trafficking. 

Investigate  
WARNING: Learning about the conditions in which many of the world’s women live as sexually 
trafficked persons is disturbing. It will be difficult to investigate this travesty without gaining a 
desire to seek to influence change and involve oneself in doing something to stop sexual 
trafficking and educating women and girls to prevent them from becoming victims. 
 
The best way to investigate this critical social issue is information and education! These are 
suggested resources. Your investigation will lead you to discover more. 
Initiative Against Sexual Trafficking 
P. O. Box 269 
Alexandria, VA 22313 
703.519.5889 
www.iast.net 

                                                
1 International Labor Standards: Quality of Information and Measures of Progress in Combating Forced Labor” by 
Kevin Bales. 
2 Trafficking in Persons Global Patterns.  United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. April 2004. 
3 Ibid. 
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The Initiative Against Sexual Trafficking (IAST) offers a free email listserve which distributes 
trafficking news from around the world. IAST also has a free packet of information. You may 
ask to be added to the list or request the packet from penny_matheson@usn.salvationarmy.org. 
 
The Salvation Army 
Contact: Lisa Thompson 
615 Slaters Lane 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
703.519.5896 
www.salvationarmyusa.org/trafficking 
Email: lisa_thompson@usn.salvationarmyusa.org 
 
Coalition Against Trafficking in Women (CATW) 
413-367-2287 
www.catwinternational.org 
 
Additional Web Sites 
www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/orr/ 
www.c-a-s-e.net 
www.captivedaughters.org 
www.angelcoalition.org 
www.polarisproject.org  
www.hagarproject.org 
www.rahabministriesthailand.org 
www.stopthetraffik.org 
http://usinfo.state.gov/gi/global_issues/human_trafficking.html 
 
Books 
Making the Harm Visible: Global Sexual Exploitation of Women and Girls, Speaking Out and 
Providing Services. Donna M. Hughes and Claire Roche, editors. Maine: Coalition Against 
Trafficking in Women. 1999.  
 
The Nastahas: Inside the New Global Sex Trade. Victor Malarek. New York: Arcade Publishers, 
Inc. 2004. 
 
Global Human Smuggling: Comparative Perspectives. David Kyle and Rey Koslowski editors. 
Maryland: Johns Hopkins University Press. 2001. 
 
Prostitution, Trafficking and Traumatic Stress. Melissa Farley. New York: The Haworth Press, 
Inc. 2003. 
 
Sex Trafficking: The Global Market in Women and Children. Kathryn Farr. New York: Worth 
Publishers. 2004. 
 
The Traffic in Women: Human Realities of the International Sex Trade. Siriporn Skrobanek, 
Nattaya Boonpakdi and Chutima Janthakeero. London, England: Zed Books. 1997.  
 
Human Traffic: Sex, Slaves & Immigration. Craig McGill. London, England. Vision. 2004. 
 
Woman, Child for Sale: The New Slave Trade in the 21st Century. Gilbert King. New York: 
Chamberlain Bros., a member of Penguin Group. 2004.  
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Reports 
Guide to the New UN Trafficking Protocol. Janice G. Raymond. Coalition Against Trafficking in 
Women. Available online at: www.catwinternational.org. 
 
Human Rights Report on Trafficking of Women and Children. The Protection Project, Johns 
Hopkins University, School of Advanced International Studies. Website: 
www.protectionproject.org. Email: protection_project@mail.jhu.edu. 
 
The “Natasha” Trade: Transnational Sex Trafficking. Donna M. Hughes, Ph.D. University of 
Rhode Island Women’s Studies. Available online at: www.ncjrs.org/pdffiles1/jr000246c.pdf. 
 
Videos 
Bucharest Express (feature film). Email: info@bucharestexpress.org 
 
Lilya 4-Ever (feature film). Email: info@newmarketfilms.com 
 
So Great a Violence: Prostitution, Trafficking and the Global Sex Industry (documentary). 
Email: infor@catwinternational.org. Available online at: www.catwinternational.org. 
 
The group Adults Saving Kids has a six-session curriculum for young people in grades 7 – 9 
which creates awareness of the dangers of commercial sexual exploitation. To learn more and to 
protect your children contact Adults Saving Kids at 612.872.0684. 
 
Online Course 
Dr. Donna Hughes, professor Women’s Studies at the University of Rhode Island, has a Web site 
that will list any available courses being offered at URI. In the fall of 2007 they offered 
“Campaigns and Services for Victims of Trafficking and Slavery.” 
www.uri.edu/artsci/wms/hughes/ 

Influence  
You can become an advocate for victims of sexual trafficking. When you do, you give a voice to 
these voiceless women. Here are a few suggestions of how you can use your influence: 
 
• Pray using the Global Women and The Salvation Army prayer guides. Organize to enforce 

zoning laws and to close Gentleman’s Clubs (strip clubs), “massage parlors” and peep shows. 
These are likely fronts for prostitution and trafficking right in your local community. 

• Write, call or visit the office of your United States congressional leaders. Ask them to make a 
priority of combating sexual trafficking. 

• Advocate the passage of laws that criminalize demand such impounding cars of men arrested 
for soliciting. Also encourage your community to post billboards with pictures of men 
arrested for solicitation. 

• Launch a PROMISE (Partnership to Rescue Our Minors from Sexual Exploitation) Initiative. 
For information contact Adam Freer at Adam_Freer@usw.salvationarmy.org or at 
562.491.8440. 

• Host a sex addiction treatment program in your facilities.  
• Oppose the legalization of prostitution. 
 

According to the FBI, human trafficking generates $9.5 billion in annual revenue. 



 4 

Involve  
Missions-minded individuals and groups want to do something to alleviate the suffering and 
impoverished conditions of people worldwide. Use your Christ-centered motivation as you 
respond to global issues such as sexual trafficking.  
 
Here are some suggestions: 
• Organize groups to pray for an end to sexual trafficking. 
• Distribute educational brochures and posters about sexual trafficking. 
• Share articles about sexual trafficking with persons committed to abolishing the practice. 

Also forward news articles about sexual trafficking to the IAST office by email to: 
lisa_thompson@usn.salvationary.org 

• Host forums featuring national experts on the subject of sexual trafficking. Organize 
community leaders such as representatives from non-profits working on this issue, educators, 
law enforcement personnel, etc. and anti-trafficking experts. IAST and the Salvation Army 
National Headquarters anti-trafficking staff will work with you to organize such events. 

• Write guest editorials or articles for local papers, church or denominational publications and 
other publications. 

• Conduct jail and/or street outreach to prostitutes; they may be victims of trafficking. Realize 
this outreach must be in connection with offering transitional assistance and referrals for 
survivors’ services. 

• Visit dancers in Gentleman’s Clubs as part of a Care Team. For additional information and 
training contact Lia at liastarlight@gmail.com. 

• Develop social services that may include: emergency shelters, transitional housing, foster 
parenting, legal aid, immigration assistance, health care, job skills training, Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder counseling and spiritual counseling. 

• Work with other churches, social service organizations and community leaders to develop an 
outreach to help women exit the sex industry. Programs like Sex Industry Survivors 
Anonymous or ROSES (Reaching Out to Our Sexually Exploited Sisters) have information 
to help you decide if this ministry is for you and how to get started. 

• Report suspected abuse to the Trafficking Information and Referral Hotline at 
1.888.373.7888. 

• Refer suspected victims to counselors recommended by IAST. 
• Contact IAST or local ministries about care packages or other items needed by outreach and 

survivor programs. 
 
These clues may help you identify a possible victim of trafficking: 
• She is accompanied by a controlling person or boss and not allowed to speak on her own 

behalf 
• She has lack of control over her personal schedule, money, identification and travel 

documents 
• She owes a debt to an employer or crew leader and cannot leave the job 
• She has visible bruises, is depressed, fearful or overly submissive 
 
 

 Global Women ¥ 3180 Pelham Parkway, Suite E, Pelham, Alabama 35124 
205.663.0505 ¥ email:globalwomen@globalwomengo.org 

www.globalwomengo.org 


