OBSERVING:
(WD @”OWL'M?

For the fourth year, GW

has provided resources for
observing International
Women'’s Day (IWD), March
8th, as a day to investigate
global issues affecting women
and pray for their needs. This
year GW events were held in
15 states! Commemorations
included High Tea, a college
education/awareness session,
luncheons, creative worship,
Global Women Group gath-
erings, special church-wide
programs, and alternative
craft markets. The GW Prayer
Guides were used to draw
attention to the ways the
Millennium Development
Goals affect women. Offerings
were given in support of the
work of GW.

Several observances includ-
ed women in international
dress sharing one of the GW
monologues. Music was pre-
sented in multiple languages
and prayers were very mov-
ing. In St. Louis, Missouri, IWD
was shared by Mira Zivanov,
a global woman and Bosnian
pastor’s wife, with women at
their Family Food Pantry.

Those who planned their
IWD events expressed the
joy they receive being part
of Global Women as we con-
nect and empower women to
transform our worlds.

An IWD worship experience
will be a part of this year’s
Global Voices Summit. 2011
IWD resources will be avail-
able then. It is not too late to
observe IWD in 2010 or begin
planning for next year!

[More IWD on page 5]
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ike so many others, Dr. Nora

Lozano and I spent our spring
break near the water, but instead of
hanging out at our favorite beaches,
we were on the banks of the Nile
River in Egypt! Working alongside
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
(CBF) field personnel, we helped
lead a two-day conference for Egyp-
tian Christian women living far from the
touristy areas of Cairo. These women,
from Orthodox, Catholic, and Evangeli-
cal backgrounds, traveled from many
communities in the area. For most it was
their first chance to attend an event just
for women.

Nora presented three sessions based
on biblical stories of women, including a
brilliant re-telling of the story of Esther.
Another woman and I rounded out the
program, which was marked by wonder-
ful singing and fellowship. After the
sessions, we were immediately surround-
ed by women who wanted us to pray for
them, their children, and other concerns.

Awoman shares what she would
conference, Notice the Cross ta

typical of Egypti

take away from the

ttoo on her wrist which js
N Christiaps,

I was especially touched by the request
of a young woman who hopes one day to
have a church near her home to make it
easier for her family to worship.

Outside of conference time, we spoke
to a house church with seventy members.
It is one of seven such congregations
led by Pastor Adel and his wife, Hiba.
We also visited the Orthodox monas-
tery which is built around a cave where
Mary, Joseph, and Jesus are believed to
have taken shelter. Each place brought
stories of the joys and challenges of
living out the faith in this land where
people have been following Christ for
almost 2,000 years. &

—Diana Bridges
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MISSION STATEMENT
Motivated by the love and mercy of

Jesus Christ, Global Women is a nonprofit

organization connecting and empowering

women to transform our worlds through =

global friendships as we:
Investigate the needs of women,
~Involve ourselves and our communities

~ in meeting these needs, and
""" Influence leaders to cultivate cultures
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that value women: /-

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY

(|WD) was especially meaningful for me this
year as | participated in events in three different
states. It was also meaningful to work with Trudy
preparing the materials to make available to you.
In the IWD resources, you may have recognized the
monologues which were presented during the fall
Global Voices Summit-stories of women faced with
a variety of life-threatening issues.

The story that grabbed me and has not let go is that

of a woman with no access to clean water. She must

carry the water for miles each way, rise early to arrive at the water source,
take extra precautions not to slip and fall on the bank of the dirty river and
especially, not let the vessel holding the precious water fall and break. This
story is representative of the life situation that hundreds of thousands of
women exist in throughout the world. | read this story originally, saw it
presented several times during the Summit and IWD worship services, and it
remains with me even this morning as | write to you.

| cannot imagine what it would be like to live without clean water to drink,
or to wash my hands or my child’s hands, but | am thinking and praying
much more seriously about it now when | take a shower, water my spring
flowers, or refresh myself with a cool bottle of water. God has certainly
captured my attention concerning the lack of clean water for many, and | am
sure God has a purpose. Not knowing how to respond, | decided to do what
| have suggested to many of you - begin by praying. You have also heard
me say, when you pray, be careful, God might call you to do something!

| have used my Global Women 2010 Prayer Guide, and prayed about issues
affecting women globally, but lately, the water issue has impacted me

the most. It is challenging to even know how to pray, and | admit that my
knowledge of making clean water more accessible to women and their
families is very limited.

If you attended the Global Voices Summit in Maryville, Tennessee, last

fall, you may have heard Claudia Daniels from Edge Outreach (www.
edgeoutreach.com) speak about their program, PureWater PurelLife. This
program provides hands-on training, teaching ordinary people, missionaries,
mission teams, relief workers and students to test water, implement
community health education and sanitation programs, build mini water
treatment plants, utilize electric pumps in the field, and repair hand pumps.

To begin my education about clean water, | have signed up for Edge’s two-
day training program which will be held at the end of April. | invite you

to pray with me in the coming months that God will show me, and Global
Women, how we can become more involved in providing clean water to
women and their families throughout the world. And, we all know that when
you pray, God might call you to something! @



Global Voices Summit

October 15-16, 2010
Friday 9:00 am - Saturday 4:00 pm
First Baptist Church, Austin, Texas
his sixth annual Summit will be two days packed
with opportunities to experience hands-on ministry
projects, powerful worship, meaningful dialogue, inves-
tigative sessions covering issues that affect women ev-
erywhere, and transformative friendships. The Summit
also includes a marketplace featuring women-produced,
fair-trade products, viewings of women-focused media,
an internet café, an interactive prayer experience, and
information about ways to connect with Global Women
ministries throughout the world. See our Web site for a

complete schedule and list of investigative sessions.

Lodging: La Quinta Inn Austin Capitol (one block from
the church) 300 East 11th Street, Austin, TX 78701.

For reservations, call 1-866-527-1498. The Global Women
discount of $105 is available through September 23.

Registration: DEADLINE October 6, 2010. Early bird
fee available before July 1st. Student and International
discount. ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUESTED.
Register online at www.globalwomengo.org or complete
the registration form and mail to: Global Women,

PO Box 1535, Pelham, AL 35124.

Donor and Friends Appreciation Breakfast: For donors
and those interested in investing in GW. Saturday at
7:30 a.m. RSVP to globalwomen@globalwomengo.org
or 205-663-0505.

Registration Form

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP

EMAIL

CHURCH OR GROUP ATTENDING WITH

ARE YOU PART OF A GLOBAL WOMEN GROUP? [ 1YES [ INO

DONOR AND FRIENDS APPRECIATION BREAKFAST Saturday 7:30 a.m.
For donors and those interested in investing in GlobalWomen,
RSVP to globalwomen@globalwomengo.org or 205-663-0505.

[ 11 plan to attend the Donor Appreciation Breakfast.

MINISTRY PROJECTS begin at Friday 9:00 a.m.
A box lunch will be provided with advance registration only.

Please select the type of project that matches your interest.

On Site Projects:

[ 1 Assembling kits

[ ] Knitting, crocheting and sewing
Off Site Projects:

[ ] Beautification projects
(painting, cleaning, yard work)

[ ] Organizing and sorting donations

[ 1 Technical support, computer lab set-up
[ ] Reading and recording storybooks

[ ] lam willing to serve where needed

Registration Fee before July 1st [ ]$45
Registration Fee after July 1st [ 1$50

Student/International Rate [ 1825 School attending:

Above fees for full two-day summit, Friday dinner and Saturday lunch

Friday only (with Dinner) [1$30
Saturday only (with Lunch) [1$30
TOTAL Enclosed

Register online at www.globalwomengo.org or complete the registration
form and mail to: Global Women, PO Box 1535, Pelham, AL 35124

First Baptist Church
901 Trinity
Austin, Texas 78701



INFLUENCE:

LATINA LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE

irilam Rivera and her husband Enrique pastor
Mthe Lighthouse Ministry in west Austin, Texas.
Miriam attended her first of three week-long training
sessions in January as a participant in the Latina Leader-
ship Institute (LLI) sponsored by Baptist University of
the Américas (BUA) and Buckner Children and Family
Services. GW is another supporter of the Institute. The
LLI trains Hispanic
women in leadership
skills for their homes,
workplaces, communi-
ties, and churches.

Miriam’s personal
testimony includes a background of domestic abuse at
the hands of her first husband who is now deceased.
Now, happily married to a retired pastor, she finds
herself in a Hispanic community with many needs—
especially among the women. When she learned that the
LLI would offer seminars in ministry and leadership,
she wanted to be a part of it. As she said, “Opportunities
are growing now for Latinas in leadership in the market-
place and society. At one time, Latina voices were not
heard. I wanted to enable myself to help other women
come out of their shells and help them discover their
own talents and how they could better themselves and
their communities.”

During the sessions at the LLI, Miriam found other
women who felt they had no real background in leader-
ship experience. After the sessions, they would gather
around and open up to one another about their dreams
and goals for how they wanted to be leaders back
home in their churches. “We really bonded during
this time together and were encouraged by each
other,” Miriam remembers.

Miriam also recalls how her sister students had
such a willingness to put all they were learn-
ing into practice when they returned home. She
added, “They had a new passion and found them-
selves saying, ‘I can do it—no matter what any-
body else says.” They were eager to do things
from a different perspective in their churches
and communities—even in a Hispanic context.”

At the LLI, basic counseling skills are taught. Miriam
used some of her new skills recently when two women
came to her who needed encouragement in the midst of
domestic abuse situations. “While I was listening, [ was
also asking God to give me the words they needed to
hear and to make their hearts ready to hear what I said.”
After four hours talking and listening, they left peaceful

and happy. A few days

later, Miriam received

a phone call from the

women’s pastor thank-

ing her for the help she

had offered. Miriam said,
“Don’t thank me, thank the Lord.”

Miriam believes that those who graduate from the
LLI will make a difference in their worlds. For many,
graduating from the LLI is the first time a woman in
their churches has graduated from anything. This helps
the church know that women do have something to
offer and it encourages the other women to see this
accomplishment.

In talking with Miriam’s husband, he affirmed
Miriam’s participation in the LLI. He said she is more
open now about talking about their relationship and
about their ministry. He is looking forward to her
attendance at the next two sessions.

Global Women is blessed to partner with the LLI
in helping to influence leaders to cultivate a Hispanic
culture that will value women.

— Laura Savage-Rains

Students ang faculty of the 2010LL)



Rev. Ellen Sechrest, Minister to Youth
and Children, Boulevard Baptist
Church, Anderson, South Carolina,
shares this report from their IWD
service: “It was a day when you truly
felt the presence of the Spirit”” The
congregation sang a verse of “Let
Your Heart Be Broken” between the

A Bosnian woman in St. Louis,

Missouri,
agi

with her prized WD rose,

ft from Mira Zivanov

presentations of four monologues
(from the IWD Resources) done in
costume by an 11 year-old, a high

school junior, a young adult, and Ellen.

The congregation came forward to be
served communion by the four speak-
ers. Two held a basket of international
breads and the other two held the
juice cups. Ellen said: “As a server | was
so overwhelmed with the presence

of the Holy Spirit as | called people by
name. It was so moving to hear my

girls say to their parents: ‘The body of
Christ’or ‘The blood of Christ shed for
you. It was a spiritual marker for us all.
| wanted to let you know what a won-
derful resource the 2010 Prayer Guide
and monologues were for us. One
member emailed this immediately
after worship:‘l can’t begin to express
what an inspirational, motivating, and
worshipful experience you all provid-
ed in today’s service!Her kind words
made me glad to be a Global Woman
and to be on this journey!”

The morning worship services at
Lakeway Community Church, Lake-
way, Texas, featured the IWD mono-
logues from the GW resources. GW
Board member, Dr. Laura Savage-Rains
commented: “They were all great and
moving!”

Sande Day, Global Women Group
facilitator at First Baptist Church of
Christ at Macon, Georgia, reported
a community-wide March 8th eve-
ning event. As women gathered The
Call: Investigating Global Women was
shown. The program included differ-
ent women sharing the monologues,
a time of prayer using the 2010 Prayer
Guide, and showing Fields of Mudan.
The group took up an offering in
support of the ministries of GW. One
of the women said she would love to
have the very same program at her
church. Sande says: “We will definitely
continue the IWD yearly event!”

GW Board President, Ann Wilson
participated in three IWD observanc-
es. First was a Saturday High Tea and

Human Trafficking hosted at Fairview
United Methodist Church, Maryville,
Tennessee, for Blount County Global
Women and friends. On Sunday, the
Monte Vista Baptist Church wor-

ship service again focused on human
trafficking and a luncheon followed.
On Sunday night, Dr. Lauran Bethel,
the guest speaker for IWD, spoke to a
group of college students at Maryville
College. An offering was taken for the
work of GW at each event. The 2070
Prayer Guide was used at each event to
draw attention to the plight of women
worldwide.

Rev. Layran Bethel speaks atHigh Tea

ty G,Oba’ WOMEn

to the Blount Coun

An IWD worship experience will
be a part of this year’s Global Voices
Summit. 2011 IWD resources will be
available then. It is not too late to ob-
serve IWD in 2010 or begin planning
for next year!



Global Women Connections

You can help meet the needs of projects connected with Global Women. Each donation helps
women (and their children) in worldwide locations. Instructions are included with each project.
As you meet to assemble and package your gift(s), remember to pray for the recipients.

>> Multi-Vitamins are needed everywhere Global Women is
at work. Both women'’s vitamins with iron and children’s
vitamins are needed. Open all bottles and place 31 tablets
in a small plastic zip-lock bag. Mark the bag children or
women. Bags should be packed in a 1.5 cubic feet box
(available from Home Depot or Lowe’s for about 67¢). >> Personal Care Kits are needed
These boxes may be shipped to the GW office. everywhere Global Women is at

>> GW has partnered with Global Health Action

and Birthing Hope for two years to provide
birthing kits to trained birth attendants in
Haiti. Now we are helping collect supplies for
health needs in the Leogane District of Haiti.
All donations should have at least a six-month
expiration date. Large bottles are preferable
for transport, though in Haiti, they will be
repackaged in zip-lock bags for distribution.

With each box of items, please include

a donation of at least $30 to help defray
the shipping costs to Haiti. Make checks
out to and ship items to: Covenant
Community Church, PO Box 510, Elba, AL
36323. They will be sent to Haiti on an
on-going basis. Here is a partial list, the
complete list is posted on our Web site.

Prenatal and multi-vitamins
Antacids and acid reflux meds
Cough medicines
Calamine lotion
Pain and fever meds
Boxes of sterile surgical gloves
and of clean exam gloves (all sizes)
Rolls of clean and sterile gauze
Cotton balls
Alcohol wipes, small individual packs
for travel
Paper tape for dressings and bandages
Band-Aids, all sizes
Ace bandages, 2-, 3-, and 4-inch rolls

work. They will be taken with GW as
they travel abroad and shared with
ministry partners such as Harmony of
Life in Moldova and C-CAAL in the U.S.
Sample or travel-sized items are ideal.
Please pack all items in a zip-lock
plastic bag and send to the GW office.
There is not a specific list of items but
suggestions are listed on our Web site.

Pre-moistened wipes
Body lotion
Brush

Comb
Shampoo
Conditioner
Hand sanitizer
Nail clippers
Nail file
Tissues
Toothbrush
Toothpaste
Soap
Washcloth

Lip balm
Adult hair clip

>> Craft Kits are needed for the Family Food Pantry in St.
Louis. A group of women, primarily Bosnian refugees,
meet monthly and enjoy simple projects that can be
completed in under 30 minutes. This outreach is part of
the ministry of Mira and Sasha Zivanov and supported
by Kirkwood Baptist Church’s Global Women Group.
Supplies are needed for the entire project, separated
into kits for 20 women, with step-by-step instructions.
Keep the crafts simple, enclose a sample, and ship to
Nell Lockhart, Kirkwood Baptist Church, 211 North
Woodlawn Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63122.



For believers, renewal is the gist of the
recently-experienced Easter season.
That sense of renewal has also been a
recent experience for Global Women.
The GW Board of Directors held its
bi-annual meeting in late February.
Renewal came in the form of hearing that GW
is in its best financial situation ever! Renewal came as
Board members worked together to create strategic plans.
Renewal came as our dedicated staff shared their reports
of travel that connects us to our partners. Oh, to have
more encouraging Board meetings like this past one.

Also, renewal has come from women in my own area;
Methodist women, Baptist women, Presbyterian women,
Lutheran women, Catholic women, A.M.E. Zion women.
Christian women worked together to plan the Global
Voices Summit last fall and through that experience they
gained a vision of Christian women joining hands, outside
the bonds of their own denominations, to connect and
empower women to transform their worlds. These are

PARTNERSHIP:

ANN WILSON

: strong women; women involved in their own churches;
women with a heart for women and children and men.
Blount County Global Women is a fledgling body; it's a
new thing! They took a “next step” after the Summit and
: hosted “High Tea and Human Trafficking” to commemorate
International Women'’s Day. Approximately 160 women
came to have tea and scones, hear former Global Women
Board member Lauran Bethell and NightLight Atlanta
Director Courtney Furlong as they made us aware of the
tragedy of human trafficking around the world. They

: shopped at a mini-market which benefited abused and
neglected women. They gave an offering to Global
Women. These women are special and | am honored to
be among them.

You have such women in your community. | challenge

you to step outside of your individual church box and
start something new with women like these. You will find
your own Roxanna, Laura, Mary, Kim, Cheryl, Carol, Sharon,
Sue, Ruth, Patty, Cynthia, and all the others | cannot name.
Find them and connect them to Global Women. &

Partnership with Hope
Manifest The goal of Hope Manifest

is to help nonprofits succeed. They are unique in that they donate their consulting
services! In February, the members of the GW board voted unanimously to covenant

with Hope Manifest for two years. During this time, the partnership between the two
entities will lead GW through on-going strategic planning as well as organizational
and fund development.

Board members praying for co-director

of Hope Manifest, Allan Burton

Global Issues Affecting Women Study Guides are now
available concerning education, maternal health, and
trafficking. While designed to be used in a group format,
anyone can take advantage of investigating these issues and
exploring ways to respond. These guides can be downloaded
from the GW Web site, emailed or mailed to you on request.
What Can One Person Do? Addresses the challenge of
living in a world broken by the difficult issues of poverty
and injustice, and offers meditations followed by practical
suggestions on how churches and individuals can actually
make a difference. The authors, Edmund Newell and Sabina
Alkire, demonstrate that as shared vision grows and as the

Millennium Development Goals are accomplished, human
communities shall indeed flourish. This book is published by
St. Paul’s Institute.

GW readers who enjoyed Greg Mortenson’s Three Cups
of Tea will want to read Stones into Schools. Mortenson wrote
this book with Mike Bryan; it is published by Viking Books.
This book picks up the story of the Central Asia Institute’s
(CAl) efforts to work in the secluded northeast corner of
Afghanistan. Read how men became galvanized by the
importance of education for girls and share the triumphs of
the young women who are now graduating from the schools.
Their stories are unforgettable. @



r I ‘ori, a registered nurse and Coop-

erative Baptist Fellowship (CBF)

affiliate, is based in Grand Goave
where she has gone with local church
leaders to visit some of those in
need of medical care. Tori observes:
“While walking through the nar-
row pathways between ‘tents,” [ was
astonished by the level of need that is
so well-hidden from the view of our
luxurious camp site complete with
showers and flush toilets.”

The human stories are many,
and all compelling, but Tori shares
about an elderly woman, Clairoda:
“She had high blood pressure,
severe arthritis pain, and poor
eyesight. She was so glad to hear
the voice of Moise, the church
member who had brought me to
her home, that tears filled her eyes.
She desperately wanted to get back
to church but, because of her health
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problems, she was not sure that
she ever would. I gave her Tylenol
for the pain and instructed her to
keep taking her heart medicines
as directed. I am hopeful that, if
her pain is controlled, her blood
pressure will be down when I re-
turn to see her again next week.
I am also hopeful that, someday
soon, God will provide a wheel-
chair so she can get back to the
church she loves.”

With the rainy season approach-
ing, Tori asks that we please pray
for the people of this community.
The same is true in Port-au-Prince
where she observed: The people
graciously accept the medications
and small amounts of food that
were given to them. It was appar-
ent, however, that those offerings
were not what they really needed.
What they really needed and

Checks (lairoda’ Bloog Pressure

seemed to appreciate the most was
the emotional and spiritual support
provided to them by the counsel-
ors. Having someone hold their
hand, listen to their story, and offer
to pray with them was important.
Having someone promise that they
would continue to remember and
continue to lift them up in prayer
was even more important. @

........................................................................................................................................................
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